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General Education Council 
Meeting Minutes 
September 10, 2009 
Allie Young 305 
The General Education Council met at 2 p.m. on September 10, 2009, in Room 305 Allie Young.  
Members present: Yvonne Baldwin, chair; Jennifer Birriel, Robert Boram, Glenn Colburn, Cyndi Gibbs, 
Timothy Hare, Becky Katz, Dianna Murphy, Edna Schack, and Cathy Thomas, members of the faculty; 
Barbara Dehner and Clarenda Phillips, Department Chairs; Loretta Lykins (Registrar), Charles Patrick 
(Accreditation Officer), and Dayna Seelig (AVP, UG Programs) non-voting members.  Beverly 
McCormick, Senate Chair elect, was absent. 
Agenda Items: 
 Formation of subcommittees – The two subcommittees were constituted as follows: 
Courses Subcommittee: 
Dianna Murphy, Faculty Courses Coordinator (chair of subcommittee) 
Edna Schack (COE) 
Timothy Hare (COB) 
Becky Katz (CHSS) 
Cyndi Gibbs (S&T) 
Cathy Thomas (At Large HUM) 
Jennifer Birriel (At Large S&T-FGEAC) 
Clarenda Philips (Dept. Chair) 
Loretta Lykins, Dayna Seelig (advisory) 
Yvonne Baldwin, GE Director 
 
Assessment Subcommittee: 
Faculty Assessment Coordinator, (chair of subcommittee)* 
Glen Colburn (HUM) 
Robert Boram (At Large S&T) 
Beverly McCormick (Faculty Senate Chair-elect) 
Barbara Dehner (Dept. Chair) 
Charles Patrick (advisory) 
 *It was agreed that Yvonne Baldwin would ask Beverly Klecker if she is willing to serve 
 
 First Steps, Planning, Creation of a Timeline  
It was decided that the GE Council’s first task is to build the GE core course proposal process 
since the core is scheduled to take effect in Fall of 2010.   There was brief discussion of First 
Year Seminar proposal process.  It was agreed that the two subcommittees would work separately 
to draft the relevant elements of a form for proposing core courses, using as a starting point an 
abbreviated version of the TYPE II General Education form currently posted with proposal 
guidelines (attached).  Dianna scheduled a meeting of the courses subcommittee and Yvonne and 
Charlie will provide a draft for the assessment subcommittee.  Given the need to get the course 
proposal process underway, it was agreed that drafting these sections of the form would be 
completed by Wednesday, September 15, for sharing via email. 
 Planned information updates:  It was agreed that the GE Council will continue to use the Gen Ed 
webpage as the point for communication and information sharing. It is located at 
http://www.moreheadstate.edu/genedreform/ 
 Core Courses - Proposal Process: It was agreed that once the form for proposing core course is 
developed and approved by the Council, the group will assist in informing and training faculty in 
departments or colleges.  Timothy Hare noted that faculty will require training in this process.  
Brief discussion of the Dee Fink & Associates workshops scheduled for September 22 took place.  
Faculty who attended the workshops in May are forming teams to conduct mini-workshops in 
preparation for departments and faculty planning to develop proposals for core courses.  The GE 
Council will also provide “teams” to advise and answer questions.  It was also agreed that the 
subcommittees will review proposals separately, but the GE Council will act on the proposals.  
Proposals that do not meet guidelines may be returned to departments for changes with the 
understanding that they must be returned within a set time frame with appropriate changes. 
 The meeting adjourned at 3 p.m. with the understanding that Yvonne would distribute the minutes 
via email, that members would use the attached form as the foundation, and that members would 
reply by email as to their availability for next meeting date/time.  The next meeting should take 
place either September 17 or 18 if possible. 
 
General Education Council 
Meeting Minutes 
September 18, 2009 
Allie Young 211 
The General Education Council met at 7:30 a.m, September 18, 2009, in Room 211 Allie Young.  
Members present: Robert Boram, Glenn Colburn, Cyndi Gibbs, Timothy Hare, Becky Katz, Dianna 
Murphy, Edna Schack, Carol Wymer, Dianna Murphy, Cathy Thomas, Barbara Dehner, Clarenda 
Phillips, Loretta Lykins, Dayna Seelig, Bev McCormick.  Yvonne Baldwin joined the meeting in 
progress.   
The council elected Cathy Thomas vice-chair. 
Dianna Murphy provided a report from the courses subcommittee.  The subcommittee has established a 
timeline for core course proposals.  They recommend that the course proposal forms have a cover sheet 
with SLOs, and that we require a syllabus with course content. 
Following discussion, it was agreed that the order of approval for General Education courses would be 
1.  Assessment subcommittee recommendation 
2. Courses subcommittee recommendation 
3. Approval by General Education Council 
Following discussion, it was agreed that all General Education proposals require multiple levels of 
approval including department and college.  Departments will be expected to assure adherence to the 
SLOs.  Everyone should attend to delivery methods.  Council will need to assure there is difference 
between the old course descriptions and the new.  It was agreed that course proposals that do not meet all 
guidelines or that present issues of concerns will be returned to originators, who may amend and resubmit 
within the timelines as posted. 
The Council discussed the need for a Faculty Assessment person.  The charter calls for this, but for a 
variety of reasons, those who have been asked to serve have declined.  
Yvonne Baldwin reminded the GE Council of the upcoming visit by national developmental education 
expert, Hunter Boylan, who will be on campus October 7 and 8.  
General Education Council 
Meeting Minutes 
October 9, 2009 
Allie Young 211 
The General Education Council met at 7:30 a.m, October 9, 2009, in Room 211 Allie Young.  Members 
present: Yvonne Baldwin, chair; Robert Boram, Glenn Colburn, Cyndi Gibbs, Timothy Hare, Becky 
Katz, Dianna Murphy, Edna Schack, Carol Wymer (who was elected to replace Jennifer Birriel), Dianna 
Murphy, Cathy Thomas, Barbara Dehner, Clarenda Phillips, Loretta Lykins, Dayna Seelig and  Beverly 
McCormick.  
The primary agenda item was finalizing the core course proposal documents.  Following discussion of 
desired outcomes and characteristics of the draft form, it was agreed that Edna Schack and Clarenda 
Phillips would work together to produce a draft form for each core course centered on the required SLOs.  
Particularizing the forms this way will cut the amount of extraneous material and will focus proposers and 
reviewers on the specific goals and outcomes required for that course. 
It was agreed that Yvonne would make the needed changes to draft document and that Edna and Clarenda 
would submit their drafts by Tuesday.  Dayna will create a draft of the comment form. Once all the 
elements have been submitted, Yvonne will then send out the entire draft document. 
The Subcommittee for the First Year Seminar course development was formed.  Members are Cyndi 
Gibbs, Beverly McCormick, Timothy Hare, and Yvonne Baldwin.  Discussion of additional members 
took place.  The subcommittee will consider Lora Pace, Ann Rathbun, and Phil Krummrich.  Lora and 
Ann both have experience working with First Year Programs – Ann at another institution and Lora here 
with MSU 101.  Phil is particularly interested because of the honors program and international studies. 
The meeting concluded at 9 a.m.  The next meeting of the Council will be Thursday or Friday, October 15 
or 16.  Members will email Yvonne their preference.  
 
General Education Council 
Meeting Minutes 
October 15, 2009 
Allie Young 211 
The General Education Council met at 7:30 a.m, October 15, 2009, in Room 31 Allie Young.  Members 
present: Robert Boram, Glenn Colburn, Cyndi Gibbs, Timothy Hare, Becky Katz, Dianna Murphy, Carol 
Wymer, Dianna Murphy, Cathy Thomas, Loretta Lykins, Dayna Seelig, Charlie Patrick, and Beverly 
McCormick.  
The First Year Seminar Subcommittee reported on its meeting and discussed recommendations.  They 
have added external members Ann Rathbun, Lora Pace, and Phil Krummrich.  They are amending the 
core course proposal form.  They have examined the numbers and recommend 56 sections of the FYS for 
the Fall 2010 semester, based on projected enrollment.  The FYS subcommittee is examining models 
currently in use, including the App State model, which appears to be particularly well suited to MSU. 
The Council reviewed and discussed the core course proposal form, made some editorial changes, and 
approved the form as amended by unanimous vote. The forms will be posted immediately at the 
Academic Programs site and at the Gen Ed reform webpage.  Submission will be electronic through the 
designated email address according to the approved November timeline. 
The Provost will host two open meetings on the topic of course proposals.  Yvonne and Cathy have 
requested this and both will be present.  The Provost’s office has set the meetings for October 22 and 23.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9 a.m. 
 
 
General Education Council 
Meeting Minutes 
October 30, 2009 
Allie Young 211 
The General Education Council met at 7:30 a.m, October 9, 2009, in Room 31 Allie Young.  Members 
present: Yvonne Baldwin, chair; Robert Boram, Glenn Colburn, Cyndi Gibbs, Becky Katz, Dianna 
Murphy, Edna Schack, Carol Wymer, Dianna Murphy, Cathy Thomas, Barbara Dehner, Clarenda 
Phillips, Dayna Seelig, Charlie Patrick, and  Beverly McCormick.  Also present were Ann Rathbun and 
Lora Pace, who are serving on the FYS subcommittee. 
Yvonne reported on a coffee hosted by President Andrews yesterday.  Cathy Thomas, Edna Schack, 
Charles Patrick, Robert Boram, Clarenda Phillips, Beverly McCormick, Ann Rathbun, and Yvonne were 
all present.  Dr. Andrews was interested in hearing about the implementation process and the perspective 
of the invited guests.  
Edna Schack said she had talked to the president about the need for staff support at meetings to take 
minutes.  Dayna Seelig indicated that she has used clerical staff from her office for that purpose.  Yvonne 
Baldwin does not have a staff member with this kind of expertise.  She has been taking minutes and asked 
other council members to share notes and to review the minutes for accuracy and clarity.    
Subcommittee Report was given by Bev McCormick for the First Year Seminar committee.  Discussion 
of the FYS centered on the following: 
 The subcommittee has looked at FYS best practices, and their recommendation is that the FYS 
course proposal be done by the subcommittee.  The rationale is that given time constraints, the 
assessment design and planning, which is the most time and labor intensive, can be done by the 
subcommittee in order to assure consistency across the large number of sections that are needed.  
Also because of the time factor, the subcommittee recommended the theme, “Fact or Fiction,” 
and the common reading, Unspun: Finding Facts in a World of Disinformation, by Brooks 
Jackson and Kathleen Hall Jamieson.  The theme and book have broad applicability across 
disciplines. 
 The FYS subcommittee course proposal will include assessment design.  They will embed a 
writing assessment, a presentation assessment, and a pre-post test.  It was agreed that Yvonne will 
send Council members copies of rubrics she received at the SACS conference last year – 
specifically those on writing assessment and assessment of critical thinking.  
 Discussion of First Year Seminar Proposal Forms took place.  Following editing, the forms, as 
amended were approved.  They will be updated by Yvonne and sent to the council for review.  
Each member of the council is asked to respond via email by Monday, November 2 to assure 
unanimity and to make the forms as accurate, clear, and effective as possible.  The subcommittee 
reiterated its goal of simplifying and streamlining the process so faculty do not have to invest a 
large amount of time in completing the forms. 
 Naming and numbering for FYS was discussed.  Yvonne shared information from Loretta Lykins, 
who could not attend today’s meeting, indicating that the FYS course titles will be entered in the 
“short title” and “printed comments” blocks in Datatel production where courses are entered.  
Both blocks pull to the transcript, so correct information will appear in student records.  It was 
agreed that the council will generate a brochure-type document for online and print distribution 
that lists all approved FYS sections, provides a one-two paragraph description along with a short 
bio of the professor(s) teaching the section that links the topic to their interests/expertise. It was 
also agreed that examples will be provided. It is understood that both individuals and departments 
may submit proposals. 
 Several members expressed concern that the FYS not become a 3 hour version of orientation to 
university life. It was agreed that the FYS must include some of the elements of MSU 101, since 
orientation to the university is a CPE requirement and orientation to university life is an effective 
retention tool.  It was also agreed that this is an academically rigorous course with an academic 
focus.  FYS subcommittee will continue to work on ways to assure the FYS has academic 
integrity and meets its assessment goals.   
 The recommendation that FYS sections be taught within a limited set of times was discussed at 
length.  It was agreed that scheduling all FYS sections in four instructional blocks – 9:10 on 
MWF; 9:10 on TThF; 3:10 on MWF and 3:10 on TThF – provides more advantages than 
disadvantages.  Advantages include  
o the ability to schedule speakers and special events 
o facilitation of team teaching 
o facilitation of regional engagement and/or service learning options 
o enables cohort access for assessment  
o enables cohort access for orientation processes, information, or activities 
Disadvantages include 
o lack of faculty preference or choice 
o lack of student preference or choice 
It was agreed to provide a check off box on the form for input on this issue  
 It was agreed that online section(s) could be offered to meet the demand of online degree 
programs; however, enrollment will be by petition only. 
 
It was agreed that Yvonne will submit, via email, an update of the forms that reflects the changes decided 
upon.  Council members will review and indicate their vote for or against the final form by reply email by 
noon on Monday, November 2. 
 
Discussion took place on how best to get the word out.  It was agreed that Yvonne would immediately 
contact departments (those with core courses first), and schedule visits for discussion and q/a. 
 
The council briefly discussed the need to review and approve the current Gen Ed distributional courses 
that departments/schools/colleges may select to be offered during the interim period between fall 2010 
and fall 2011 full implementation of the new Gen Ed.  Selected course should meet the SACS 
specifications for breadth of knowledge and fulfill the SLOs assigned to the HUM, NSC, and SBS 
distributions in the new framework. Yvonne will email the information and circumstances to the council 
for consideration and planning in preparation for the next meeting. 
Charles Patrick reminded the council to respond to the email sent yesterday regarding recommendations 
on the computer competency recommendations in the framework.  The council needs to consider what 
action to recommend. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 
 
Follow-up action taken by “virtual” meeting:  The edited FYS section proposal form amended at the 
October 30 meeting was distributed via email for further editing.  
Eleven voting members responded with “yes” votes; one member was out of town and unable to 
respond by the deadline; The “yes” votes carried. The amended FYS section proposal form was 
released for distribution and posting at appropriate websites on Monday, November 2. 
 
 
 
